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The home video shows five-year-old Logan Marr describing the way she says her
foster mother, Sally Schofield, would grab her cheeks. “She does this to me,” Logan
says. “It hurts until I cry, and she does it to my sister, too.”

Logan made the comment during a supervised visit with her mother and
grandmother. The supervisor reported it to the Maine Department of Human Services. A
caseworker repeatedly called Schofield, but did nothing more. Later, DHS would claim
that Logan ““told stories on occasion.”

But perhaps there is another explanation for the agency’s lack of action.

E-mails between Schofield and the caseworker who was supposed to be
supervising Logan’s placement in her home, reveal, in the words ofthe / " $/

"$( “the kind of chatty, conversational tone used by friends or co-workers.”” And,
indeed, Schofield was formerly a DHS worker herself.

In one e-mail, the caseworker gloats about the prospect of separating Logan from
her mother forever. "Christy [Baker, Logan’s mother] is still up to her old tricks so she
continues to make a TPR [termination of parental rights] easier and easier to get.” (It is
not clear whether this is the same caseworker as the one who did little to look into
Logan’s allegation of abuse).

Less than two months later, Logan was separated from her mother forever — but
not in the way the caseworker had planned.

Schofield allegedly bound the little girl to a chair in the basement. Police say
Logan Marr died of suffocation, her mouth covered with duct tape. Schofield has been
charged with manslaughter.

A three-year-old child spends weeks in a hospital, hundreds of miles from home.
It is a time when any small child would most need to be close to her mother.

But Michaela Corbin Bumford’s grandmother says the little girl had to spend
those weeks largely with strangers. DHS wouldn’t allow Michaela’s mother to see her,
even though the mother has never been accused of abusing the child. But DHS’ action in
allegedly denying a sick child a chance to see her mother might fit many people’s
definition of abuse.

Perhaps there is a reason for this behavior. But DHS has refused all requests for
an independent inquiry.?

Instead, DHS has relentlessly pursued, and won, termination of the mother’s
parental rights.

Gladys Wright raised six children and has 12 grandchildren. She volunteers to
drive foster children to appointments and activities — and she must be approved for that




job by DHS. She has never been accused by anyone of abuse or neglect.

Yet when DHS took one of the grandchildren, aged five months, from his mother,
DHS refused to place the child with Wright.

“They called me hostile,”” Wright told the 9 ") . ““l guess that was
because | disagreed with them and | told them so. | said they were dirty, rotten rats for
taking my grandson away.”

DHS promptly retaliated — against the child. DHS denied him even the chance to
visit his grandmother. After Wright went public, DHS relented, allowing one supervised
visit per week.

Says Wright: ““I just tried to stand up to them, that was all, and they didn’t like

it.””3
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